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Tuesday, Feb. 10, 7:00 p.m. at  Jeffers Bend Environmental Ed. Center

(Directions to Jeffers Bend: From downtown Hopkinsville, go North on US Hwy 41 (North Main St.).  Just past Riverside Cemetery on the right, turn Right at the Stoplight onto Metcalf Lane.  Follow this road to the ‘Laboratory Building’ (across from yellow Caretaker’s Cottage).
The public is invited.                                                                                       Refreshments will be served.

The February program will be
 presented by Todd Peters, Director of Recycling for Hopkinsville Solid Waste.  This department has recently hired Todd and launched an expanded recycling program for Christian County.  Todd will fill us in on the latest opportunities available to us for recycling plastic, aluminum, steel and paper.  

   ….right in your own backyard, if you wish. 

The Great Backyard Count  February 13-16, 2009

‘Count for Fun; Count for the Future’ co-sponsored by National Audubon & Cornell Univ.
taking part in the GBBC is easy
The GBBC is open to bird watchers of all ages and skill levels. Participation is free and no registration is required. During the four-day event, participants count birds for at least 15 minutes, keeping track of the highest number of individuals of each bird species they see together at one time. Of course, you can watch for longer than 15 minutes—and you can go out each day over the long weekend. Participants report what they see online at www.birdcount.org. and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology's computers convert their sightings to maps, lists, and charts that anyone can explore by continent, region, state, or locality. Within minutes of filing their checklists, participants see their sightings register on the maps. The website can also provide customized local checklists for birders to use.

* Think you’ve got “Eagle Eyes”? As you countdown to GBBC weekend, test your bird watching skills through our interactive game.  Click here to play this year’s Eagle Eyes. Be sure to forward the link to a friend! *   Great prizes!  Everyone who submits a bird checklist during the GBBC is automatically entered in our drawing for bird-related items donated by Wild Birds Unlimited, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Audubon, and Droll Yankees. Visit http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/2009prizes to see the selection.
Although the GBBC can be done in one’s own backyard, it is also okay to go out in the field to a specific site.  If anyone is interested in joining David Chiles for a GBBC fieldtrip to Land Between the Lakes on Sat. Feb. 14 or Sun. Feb. 15, please call him at 270-522-3169, or email him at jdchiles@mchsi.com
Last Chance for 2009 Eagles Weekends in Lakes region
Cadiz, KY -- One weekend remains to take part in eagle viewing with the Kentucky State Parks in the western Kentucky lakes region.  Kenlake State Resort Park provides eagle boat cruises and evening programs this weekend of February 6-8.  This annual event offers excellent opportunities to photograph and learn more about our national symbol.                                                             
Kenlake’s tours are provided on the CQ Princess, a 96-foot yacht with heated indoor cabins, outdoor decks, and warming hot chocolate or coffee.  State park naturalists will also be on board to help explain more about the eagles and their habitat.  Morning and afternoon tours are available on Saturday and Sunday, with greater availability on Sunday, the 8th.   Because seating is limited, interested participants should make reservations as soon as possible by calling 1-800-325-0143. Kenlake State Resort Park is located at 542 Kenlake Road in Hardin, KY.
 Evening programs on Friday and Saturday offer greater insight into the history and conservation efforts involving this majestic bird of prey, as well as a chance to see and photograph live birds at close distance.  Due to effects from the recent ice storm, lodging and evening programs are provided at Lake Barkley State resort Park in Cadiz.   The Park is located at 3500 State Park Road in Cadiz, KY.  Lodging reservations can be made at 1-800-325-0178.
Friends of Lake Barkley group being formed.  Park naturalist Jenny Howard says, “The storm has brought out a community spirit – a spirit much needed in the creation of our new “Friends of Lake Barkley” group.  Our meeting date has been scheduled for Tuesday, February 24th, at 6 pm, in the Elizabeth Hooks meeting room of Barkley Lodge, in Cadiz, KY.  Anyone who has spent time at Lake Barkley and/or appreciates the Park is welcome to attend.”
Looking Ahead:  Our March program will be a Powerpoint presentation on Garden Insects and Diseases.  More details in March newsletter.
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